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Education in Crisis
An independent insight on how funds have been disbursed to support
education in Nigeria

FOREWARD
Follow The Money tries to answer questions about the way that funds meant for development are
being utilized within our local communities. How much is spent on community development? Where
does it go? What is it spent on? Who spends it? Our aim is to provide clear, objective evidence on
resources, easily accessible on paper and online, so that decisions and policy can better be informed on
how transparent and accountable these processes are.
Our mission is to give people the news and information they need about aid meant for their
communities, and the means to make their voices heard. We believe that when people are better
informed, they can more easily hold their leaders accountable.

Across Nigeria, one thing is certain —provided that governments move decisively to put in
place appropriate policies and support mechanisms for education. The problem of teachers
quality, the rating of our Ivory Towers below top 1,500s in the world, the shameful scenes of
children studying under trees, children without access to electronic libraries that have been
associated with Nigeria for far too long can be eliminated once and for all.
Children from the poorest wealth quintile are most likely to be out of school, and parents say
that cost is a major reason for withdrawing their wards from education. In theory education is
free, but in practice parents pay fees, which disproportionately burden the poor. For both girls
and boys, there is a strong correlation between income level and school attendance.
Another challenge is how to improve the culture of teaching and learning for all, including
children from the poorest families. Infrastructure might not be a sustainable cure for the poor
trend in education, rather the capacity of the teachers to inform these children, and impact
knowledge into them remains the biggest challenge. The methods used in teaching at every
level of education in Nigeria pose a big threat to national development. In primary schools, the
use of visual aids for learning is largely absent. The National Training Institute for teachers in
some of these countries seems invisible and “dead”.
Recently, we worked in Nasarawa, Kogi and Zamfara state, and our community outreach and
“ground truthing” forms a larger part of this report. Likewise lessons from consultation with
stakeholders on the policies on education were embedded in this data report.
We hope that you find this report and all the supporting data online helpful. We are always available to
answer questions, provide additional information or produce specific graphs and spreadsheets through
our mail and by phone. Please check this Education Budget Tracker
We would welcome your feedback and suggestions about information that you will find useful and how
you might want to partner with us in implementing this feedback mechanism. Thank You!
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‘If not for development partners, the educational sector could
have collapsed in this country. We hope we would change.’
HALIMA, representative of Mrs Dina Elaro, a deputy director at the Ministry of
Education in Nigeria at one of our community outreach to Nasarawa State
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‘The Zeal for teachers to put in their best into impacting
creative knowledge into children is no more there .’

DANIEL ABBA, English/French teacher at the Government Junior Secondary
School, Kurmin Tagwaye, Nasarawa State

‘Education is not free, they say is free, but there are some
things the children are still paying for .’
HEAD TEACHER, Government Junior Secondary School, Kurmin Tagwaye,
Nasarawa State
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‘It is not as if the classroom is empty, I told the children to
go home, because they said their teachers are not around .’
ISSA NAHAKAMI, Community Head at the Community Primary School, Sunke,
Zamfara State
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‘We do attend training, but a times we have to plea with
the Government before we are chosen .’

MALACHI, a Mathematics teacher at Central Primary School, Akwanga

‘I have worked in about 20 states in Nigeria, and we still
see children writing under trees, using blackboards under
trees! Local Government Councils must wake up! .’
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DR RUSELL of Profoh Nigeria at our Stakeholders Consultation on Education
in Nigeria

‘We want our school built, we want chairs and desk to
sit on in school, we also want teachers that will teach
us’

MUSTAPHA IBRAHIM, SAIDE JAMES, JULIET ABDUL, HASSANATU JAMES,
LARUBA USMAN, Students of Eyele LGA Primary School, Kogi State

‘Education has been compromised because teachers are
not being taken care of. Take care of teachers, and they
won’t compromise themselves .’
OLADOTUN FADEYIYE, Research Assistant at the Nigeria Defence Academy

‘Even if you make all the schools free, you cannot have a
sustainable outcome, because those responsible for
impacting knowledge are not up to the task .’
ANTHONY AGBOR, Lecturer at the Community University, Wukaru, Taraba
State during the Stakeholders Consultation on Education in Nigeria
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Aid on Education to Nigeria
between 2000 and 2012
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The total number of University
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The number of secondary schools
in Nigeria
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The total number of primary school
pupil

54,323

The total number of primary school
in Nigeria
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The number of youth illiterates

The Word Cloud of thousands of people as aggregated from our Facebook, Twitter,
consultation on Education and interviews with teachers in local communities
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Proposed Capital Expenditure
on Education in the 2014 Ministry
of Education Budget

$101

MILLION

Amount committed by World Bank
to the Universal Basic Education
Project in Nigeria
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Proposed Capital Expenditure
on Education in the 2013 Ministry
of Education Budget

MILLION

Amount committed by World Bank
to the Science & Technical Education
Project [STEPB] in Nigeria
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Proposed Capital Expenditure
on Education in the 2012 Ministry
of Education Budget
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Amount committed by World Bank
to the Federal Universities
Project in Nigeria

